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WEATHER 


Blizzard-like conditions slammed pedestrians on Market Street in Newark on March 7. Aristide Economopoulos for The Star-Ledger 
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e comes more 
March madness 


Another nor’easter looms: Fourth major storm 
this month expected to bring snow, wind, chaos 


Len Melisurgo and Brent Johnson For The Star-Ledger 


When it comes to meteorological misery in March, we’ve 
been here before. 

And not just this month, though three major coastal 
storms in the past three weeks may have produced a sense 
of déjà vu among New Jerseyans as they braced for today’s 
fourth one and Gov. Phil Murphy declared a state of emer- 
gency as of midnight Tuesday. 

“We are closely watching the situation, and we have the 
personnel and equipment ready to move to get us through 
this,” Murphy said Tuesday during a news conference. He 
also ordered ordered state offices closed today. 

While weather experts say they cannot recall another 
March in which the Garden State was rocked by this many 
nor’easters, producing as much snow as this month’s bar- 
rage, they note that it’s not unusual for our region to be hit by 
snowstorms in March and even April. 

“March can be a stormy month. Winter conditions still 


prevail to our north, and spring is emerging to our south,” 
said New Jersey state climatologist David Robinson, whose 
office is based at Rutgers University. “Thus we are squeezed 
between these two distinct thermal regions, providing the 
energy to generate powerful storms — and often a consider- 
able amount of wind.” 

Combine this annual climate setup with a jet stream that 
has shifted just to the south of New Jersey — as it has done 
during the past three weeks — and all it takes is a storm sys- 
tem to ride along the jet stream and enough cold air to pro- 
duce snow, Robinson noted. 

So, some snow in the late winter and even in the early 
spring is not uncommon in New Jersey. 

What is unusual about March 2018, Robinson said, is that 
each storm has produced at least a half-foot or more in some 
areas of the state. One storm generated more than a foot of 
SEE SNOW, 2 


Inside: Looking back at monster storms that hit in March and April. PAGE 2 
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TECHNOLOGY 


N.J. joins 
probe of 
Facebook 
data theft 


Company linked to Trump 
campaign also facing 
scrutiny across the pond 


Staff and wire reports 


New Jersey’s attorney general has 
launched an inquiry into a data-mining 
company with ties to President Donald 
Trump amid allegations the firm stole data 
from 50 million Facebook users to manipu- 
late elections. 

Cambridge Analytica, which was cred- 
ited with helping Trump win the 2016 
presidential election, faces international 
scrutiny following media reports that 
the company improperly accessed and 
exploited the Facebook data. 

Undercover videos from a British tele- 
vision station later showed top company 
officials boasting of the firm’s ability to 
entrap politicians and influence elections 
in secret. The company, which has denied 
wrongdoing, suspended one of its top exec- 
utives amid the furor. 

The revelations have prompted the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission, according to the 
Washington Post and Wall Street Journal, 
and authorities in the U.K. to launch formal 
investigations. 

State attorneys general in Massachusetts 
and New York announced a joint investiga- 
tion, and on Tuesday afternoon New Jersey 
Attorney General Gurbir Grewal said his 
office was conducting its own probe. 

“Iam particularly troubled by reports 
that Facebook may have allowed 
SEE FACEBOOK, 14 
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Blast at FedEx facility 


A package exploded at a FedEx facility 
near San Antonio, the latest in a series of 
bombings that has rattled central Texas. 
An incendiary device that ignited later in 
Austin appeared to be unrelated. Page 8 


STATEHOUSE 


AG orders random 
drug tests for police 


S.P. Sullivan For The Star-Ledger 


All police officers in New Jersey are now subject to ran- 
dom drug-testing under a directive from the state’s new 
attorney general. 

Police departments are also required to implement 
“early warning systems” triggered by problem behav- 
ior such as misconduct accusations, lawsuits, domestic 
abuse and drunken driving, under a separate directive 
announced by Attorney General Gurbir Grewal’s office. 

Grewal, who was appointed by Gov. Phil Murphy in 
January, said Tuesday that most police departments and 
county prosecutors already have such policies in place. The 
two new directives would mandate them statewide. 

“We support our officers in their difficult jobs, and at 
times that means intervening with a troubled officer to pro- 
tect the public, the individual officer, and his or her fellow 
SEE TESTING, 15 
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A man who entered a Panera Bread in Princeton with a gun 
Tuesday morning was shot dead by police, ending a five- 
hour standoff, the Attorney General’s Office said. 

Michael Mancuso, NJ Advance Media for The Star-Ledger 
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PRINCETON 


Police kill gunman in 
standoff at restaurant 


Sophie Nieto-Munoz and Anthony G. Attrino 
For The Star-Ledger 


A man who entered a Princeton Panera Bread with a gun 
Tuesday morning was shot dead by police to end a five-hour 
standoff, the state Attorney General’s Office said. 

Peter Aseltine, a spokesman for the office, said that police 
“fatally shot a man who entered a restaurant with a gun, 
leading to a lengthy standoff with officers.” Gunshots were 
heard at the scene about 3 p.m. 

The man was pronounced dead at the scene and his name 
was not released pending notification of family members. A 
statement by the office did not give a possible motive for the 
man’s actions. 

No other injuries were reported. 

Aseltine did not identify the agency of the officer or offi- 
cers who fired their weapons. He said the Attorney General’s 
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